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Cottage Grove’s 
Full-Service Florist

Custom Floral Arrangements
Quality Fresh & Silk Flowers

Unique Gifts Balloons Cards
Home Decor Candles Chocolates

Quality & Service Guaranteed
119 S. 6th St.
Cottage Grove 
942-0505

The Flower Basket
and Gift Boutique

FREECHECK-UP FOR
AUTO HOME & LIFE

INSURANCE.
A new baby?A new car?A new additionto the
house?Time to makecertain your insurance is
up-to-datewith FarmersFriendly Review.
It checksout waysto save you money. For
example,you mayearna discountif both your
autoandhomeinsuranceare insured with us.
Checkin for acheck-uptoday.

Jim Goodling�1Mike Grant �1Dave Timm

330 Hwy 99S,Ste. C
CottageGrove,Or

942-0165
fax942-0995

C H A M B E R  N E W S L E T T E R

With the creation of Opal Free School, Opal Whiteley’s hundred-year-old dream of 
establishing a school in Cottage Grove has come to fruition.  With creativity and spirit, 
Whiteley often lectured on the natural world to groups of children.  That same spirit of 
creativity is active downtown at 517 Main Street.  This historic building with its open 
space and hardwood �oor is home to free classes for the community as well as a free 
meeting space for groups.  Teachers donate time and expertise while students are encour-
aged to be committed learners donating directly to their teachers what they can afford, 
whether it is a dollar or set-up assistance.  The school is open to all ages, but was created 
with particular attention to providing healthy alternatives for Cottage Grove’s youth com-
munity, especially those that may not feel connected to more traditional offerings.  

The founding philosophy of Opal Free School is:
�s���0�E�O�P�L�E���O�F���A�L�L���A�G�E�S���S�H�O�U�L�D���H�A�V�E���A�C�C�E�S�S���T�O���L�E�A�R�N�I�N�G���E�X�P�E�R�I�E�N�C�E�S�����R�E�G�A�R�D�L�E�S�S���O�F���l�N�A�N�C�I�A�L��

status
�s���4�H�E���O�P�E�N���A�N�D���F�R�E�E���S�H�A�R�I�N�G���O�F���K�N�O�W�L�E�D�G�E���I�S���V�A�L�U�A�B�L�E���T�O���B�O�T�H���S�T�U�D�E�N�T�S���A�N�D���T�E�A�C�H�E�R�S
�s���,�E�A�R�N�I�N�G���T�O�G�E�T�H�E�R���B�U�I�L�D�S���B�R�I�D�G�E�S�����B�R�I�N�G�S���D�I�V�E�R�S�E���P�E�O�P�L�E���T�O�G�E�T�H�E�R�����A�N�D���H�E�L�P�S���U�S���A�L�L���M�E�E�T��

our needs as a community
�s���(�I�E�R�A�R�C�H�Y�����B�U�R�E�A�U�C�R�A�C�Y�����A�N�D���T�H�E���P�R�O�l�T���M�O�T�I�V�E���O�F�T�E�N���I�N�T�E�R�F�E�R�E���W�I�T�H���F�R�E�E�����I�N�S�P�I�R�E�D���L�E�A�R�N-

ing
Opal Free School’s current class offerings are primarily in the areas of art, computers 

and movement; the wonderful wood �oor is ideal for yoga or dance.  Classes are sched-
uled by month and a schedule can be found online at their website – opalfreeschool.org, 
at the Cottage Grove Community Center, Kalapuya Books, or the school (check the front 
windows when the building is not in use).

 Of special interest is the 2nd Annual Opal Free Summer Camp for youths 9-18 (young-
er participants welcome with supervision) held August 16-20, which includes two �eld 
trips, varying art and movement activities and the popular clay camp (pictured above.)  It 
promises to match the great experience of last year’s 25 participants.  To participate in 
this or for information regarding after-school activities beginning in the fall contact Kim 
Johnson at 541-942-8991 or email kim@opalfreeschool.org.

Opal Free School is managed by Ivan DelSol, who also donates �nancial support and 
the building itself.  DelSol emphasizes that although he does a lot, at its heart the school is 
built on community, volunteerism, and a basic human desire to learn and share knowledge.  
The school is one aspect of DelSol’s full-time interest in building and supporting the local 
community.  With a background in computer programming, he teaches computer classes in 
game-making and graphics.  After two years work developing software designed to create 
games, he is now teaching these skills with a long-term vision of creating a game software 
company in Cottage Grove, which will provide local, green jobs as well as fun educational 
opportunities. 

Featured Business
Aerie Mortgage & Investments 

Opal Free School

For longtime Cottage Grove residents, 
Tim and Marilyn Crawley, family is what 
“…makes the world go ‘round.”  They 
treasure their own three children, who 
are all enroute to professional careers, a 
doctor and two lawyers, as well as their 
extended family who have followed them 
from Southern California.  As owner/
operators of Aerie Mortgage and Invest-
ments, Inc., they extend that family value 
to the clients they personally and profes-
sionally guide through the intricacies of 
home or commercial real estate mortgage 
applications and successful purchases.

Aerie has been operating locally for nearly twenty years, emphasizing their 
commitment to quality customer service.  In contrast to the big bank, large lender 
experience, the Crawleys “… are small and are painstaking in regards to personal 
service and making sure everything is done thoroughly…” in obtaining the loan.  
With the Crawleys, the loan process becomes much more personal as they meet 
clients wherever it is most convenient, traveling the state from Ashland to Portland 
and personally assisting in completing the paperwork often in less than an hour with 
quick loan turn-around times.  Additionally, with low overhead and little advertising 
they are able to offer savings to their clients.

Tim Crawley has been working in the mortgage industry since 1991.  From 
1982-1991 he worked as a �nancial planner and this remains a component of his 
�C�U�R�R�E�N�T�� �B�U�S�I�N�E�S�S���� �� �(�I�S�� �E�X�T�E�N�S�I�V�E�� �U�N�D�E�R�S�T�A�N�D�I�N�G�� �O�F�� �T�H�E�� �l�N�A�N�C�I�A�L�� �M�A�R�K�E�T�S���� �T�H�E�� �H�O�U�S-
ing industry, and government policies both past and present ensure that clients will 
receive reliable, thoughtful service.  Prior to working in the �nancial industry, Tim 
taught high school English and history including several years at North Douglas 
�(�I�G�H���3�C�H�O�O�L�������-�A�R�R�I�E�D���F�O�R���O�V�E�R���������Y�E�A�R�S�����T�H�E���#�R�A�W�L�E�Y�S���C�H�O�S�E���/�R�E�G�O�N���S���E�N�V�I�R�O�N�M�E�N�T��
as the place they wanted to raise a family.  They found paradise overlooking Cottage 
Grove Lake and have built a wonderful life here.  In addition, to developing their 
own property, Aerie Mortgage and Investments is active in �nancing and developing 
other investment properties including multiplexes and student housing in Eugene.

Both Crawleys are active in Aerie Mortgage with Marilyn processing loans and 
providing essential of�ce skills.  Their joint endeavors extend to their passion for 
music.  They are active members of a local church contributing their impressive mu-
sical talents over the years.  Marilyn’s lovely voice, choir direction, and piano skills 
are a match for the �air of Tim’s bag piping, one of the �ve instruments he plays.  
These talents are also shared with inmates at the Lane County Jail, where for eight 
years they have volunteered to share readings and music. 

Aerie Mortgage and Investment looks forward to providing personal attention 
to match individual needs with the large pool of lenders and programs available to 
them.
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2010 Visitor Center Stats 6/30 

Thru 
7/28  

YTD 

Phone calls: 483 2463 
Walk-In Visitors: 456 2261 
Relocate Requests: 2 15 
Visitor Requests: 33    84 
Member Referrals: 53    287 

2010 Website Stats   
Business Directory Searches: 432         3386 
Member Page Hits – Total 
Listed: 

2993 21,098 

Event Searches: 1150 5965 
Hot Deal Searches: 55 389 
Job Searches: 41 277 
 

Chamber and Community Calendar  
Mark your calendars with these upcoming activities.  We encourage you to visit the event calendar on our 
website at www.cgchamber.com for more detailed information.   
 
August 
4,11,18,25 
 Concerts in the Park 
 Grower’s Market  
13 Steel Magnolias – Opening @ Cottage Theatre 
13-15 Cottage Grove Heritage Fair 
 Oregon Covered Bridge Festival 
15 Jug-R-Not Music Festival 
19 Business after Hours - Lavender Field Embroidery 
20 Young Professionals Network (YPN) 
22 Concourse De’ Elegance 
30 Art Walk  
 
September 
1, 8,15,22,29 
 Grower’s Market  
2 Gathering in the Grove - Iris Hill Vineyard 
16 Business after Hours – EPUD @ Pacific Yurts 
18-19 Gathering of Gardeners 
20 Young Professionals Network (YPN) 
24 Art Walk  
 
Free Concerts in the Park - brought to you by the Cottage Grove Area Chamber of Commerce (Can you put this 
article in a box?) 
The Cottage Grove Area Chamber of Commerce is proud to bring you an evening of entertainment each week 
through the summer.  We offer a variety of music featuring some local entertainment to please people of all 
ages.  This marks the 8th year of our Concerts in the Park series for your enjoyment.  The Kiwanis Club also 

by Christine Moats

Free Concerts in 
the Park 

- brought to you by the Cottage 
Grove Area Chamber of Commerce
The Cottage Grove Area Chamber 

of Commerce is proud to bring you an 
evening of entertainment each week 
through the summer.  We offer a variety of 
music featuring some local entertainment 
to please people of all ages.  This marks 
the 8th year of our Concerts in the Park 
series for your enjoyment.  The Kiwanis 
Club also has hamburgers and hot dogs 
for sale or you can bring your own picnic 
and a friend.  We invite you to come on 
down and check it out.  You’ll be glad 
you did!  This month’s line-up:

Blue Skies Big Band - Big Band/
Classic Swing/Jazz – Sponsor – Magnolia 
Gardens

Blue Skies is a 22-piece big band based 
in Eugene, Oregon.  Its goal is to keep 
alive the great tradition of big band swing 
music of the 1920s - 1940s.  Under the 
direction of Camille Noel, this unique 
ensemble features lots of great music 
from the original swing artists who made 
this music a smash hit.  For our dancing 
audience we have a great selection of 
the best swing, rhumba, cha-cha, samba, 
waltz and ballad songs that will keep 
your toes tapping.  Truly, the standard 
for any classy event, the Blue Skies Big 
Band brings elegance and sophistication 
to receptions, dances, park concerts, 
corporate events, or parties.  Come out 
to dance, or just to enjoy the great music 
of the big band era! 

Anticipate Pie - Rock – Anticipate Pie 
- Rock – Co-sponsor Northwest Natural 
Gas and Silver Enhanced Member, City 
of Cottage Grove.

Historic buildings in downtown Cottage 
Grove, Oregon, have reverberated with 
the soulful, direct rock stylings of local 
quartet Anticipate Pie since the spring 
of 2009.  Early that year, songwriter/
guitarist Jon Stinnett managed to recruit 
a powerful vehicle for his tunes through 
conversations over beers at the Axe 
& Fiddle Pub.  Leigh Sabo, a veteran 
of the Detroit rock scene, planted the 
band’s seed by suggesting that Stinnett 
try his heavier compositions paired with 

the powerhouse drums of Grove native 
Jonathan Behr.  Raw jam sessions in 
an upstairs space downtown proved 
fruitful, and the addition of Sabo herself 
on bass provided the silky undertones to 
an increasingly tight rock band.

The Vipers featuring Deb Cleveland 
- Blues – Co-Sponsors:  Prime Med 
Medical Clinic & State Farm

The Vipers Featuring Deb Cleveland 
are a Eugene, Oregon based combo that 
has supported the best of Oregon’s blues 
musicians from the late Henry Vestine, 
who is featured on the 1993 release 
“Venom,” to Eagle Park Slim, who sang 
on their most recent release and on their 
2002 European tour, to their current lead 
vocalist, Deb Cleveland.  The gospel-
trained blues singer joined The Vipers 
as the band’s lead vocalist in 2003.  
The Vipers Featuring Deb Cleveland 
impressed European audiences in Spring 
2004 on the band’s six-nation tour, in 
support of their new CD Tickle My Toes, 
that took them to Denmark, Sweden, 
Norway, Germany, The Netherlands, 
and Belgium.  The band features 
veteran performers Jon Silvermoon on 
harmonica, John Ward on guitar, Rick 
Markstrom on drums, and Byron Case 
on bass.

Windy Ridge – Americana/Country/
Rock – Sponsor – Umpqua Bank

In a small cabin on a breezy hilltop 
�W�K�H�� �¿�Y�H�� �J�X�\�V�� �F�D�P�H�� �W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U�� �L�Q�� ��������������
Older, wiser and united in the belief 
that playing their own brand of music, 
and the brotherhood required to make 
it work, was the most important thing, 
Windy Ridge was formed.  The band 
consists of the Munsell brothers, David 
on guitar, keyboard, and lead vocals, 
Curt: percussion and lead vocals, Ken 
Bachelder: bass and vocals, Joe Tennis: 
lead guitar, vocals, and Brian Gushwa: 
drums and vocals.  Blend together rock 
and blues, throw in a little country and 
�R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O�� �P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�� �I�R�U�� �À�D�Y�R�U�� �D�Q�G�� �\�R�X��
have a tasty, eclectic musical brew.  So 
whether your thing is kickin’ off your 
shoes and dancing, or just kickin’ back 
and listening, ‘the Ridge’ has got just 
what you need!

by Ivan DelSol 
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